ight on Gesiapo 
aunched by Catholic 
ishop in Germany 

Protest on Persecutions 
Sent to Nazi Leaders, 
Includina Hitler , 
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SOMEWHERE IN EUROPE, 
pt. 29. — The Roman Catholic 
urch once again has collided 
adon with the S. S. (Hitler Elite 
iard) and the Gestapo in the con- 
it which may develop into a show- 
wn in the Reich. 

:t must immediately be empha- 
ed that the dispute involves no 
Lirch pronouncement on Nazi for- 
n policy or the war with Russia 
d England, but is confined ex- 
sively to internal affairs. It has 
1 most far-reaching implications, 
vever. 

Continued persecutions of church 
titutions foi'm the background 
ivents, monasteries and schools 
re been closed and their mem- 
ship scattered, and restrictions 
'e been placed on religious festl- 
S- The church, for a long time 
^ively silent, is now striking 

'he leader is Count von Galen, 
hop of Muenster and representa- 
I of an old, aristocratic West- 
dian family. Whether the move- 
it stems from a joint decision of 
•man church leaders or the indi- 
lal determination of the bishop 
accept martyrdom is unknown, 
is believed hardly possible that 
is acting without the sanction of 
superiors. 

Sombing Seen as Punishment, 
ti historical accident contributed 
aake Muenster the center of the 
>reak. During the Thirty Years’ 
the city was threatened with 
ruction by fire, but saved by a i 
aitous wind. The anniversary, i 
jrated annually with solemn re- ^ 
us festival, was banned this ‘ 
That night British bombers 
n fired the city. The devout ( 
this as divine punishment for j 
ire to observe the rites. , 

shoji Galen subsequently < 
chw three powerful sermons I 
;ad|ressed personal protests to i 


., ranking members of the Nazi re- 
gime, including Hitler. Only Dr. 
Hans Heinrich burners, head of 
the Reich Chancellery, replied, say- 
ing merely that the protest had 
been referred to the “competent of- 
ficial” — Gestapo Chief Heinrich 
Himmler. The bishop returned to 
Dr. hammers a full report on Ges- 
. tapo^ and S. S. activities, insisting 
that they be called to account. 

His first. sermon on July 13 like- 
wise , dealt with Gestapo persecu- 
tions. and mentioned the dread 
secret police by ■ name. Its direct- 
ness astounded listeners. The 
bishop noted the large part the 
church had played in the histori- 
3 cal development of Germany and 
1 accused Himmler’s oVganizations of 
; disrupting the national community 
. (the Volksgemeinschaft) . 

Church Existence Called Issue. 

Bishop Galen drew heavily from 
the so-called Fuldaer, or pastoral 
I letter, dated one week earlier, in 
which the German bishops without 
spMific reference to the Nazis had 
said that forces iff the Reich were 
again attacking the church. They 
•had hoped, said the letter, that the 
"crusade” against Russia would 
mean a, respite for German churches 
but “with great sorrow” they round 
this to be untrue. The Issues in- 
volved, said the letter, included the 
very existence of the church. 

Recently,” the letter continued, 
“a book has been prepared in hun- 
dreds of thousands of copies, which 
expresses the opinion that we Ger- 
maiis today must elect between , 
Christ and the German Volk, With ' 
fiaming Indignation we German ’ 
Catholics deny that any such choice 
is necessary. We love our German 
people and serve them, if necessary 
to death. But at the same time we 
live and die .for Christ and will re- 
main bound to Him now and for all 
eternity.” 

Bishop Galen’s second sermon 
July 27, is reported to have been a 
beautifully worded, powerful elabo- 
ration on a similar theme, again 
mentioning names which few clergy- 
men previously had dared. 

“We Christians,” said Bishop 
Galen, “are the anvil, the others are 
the hammer, and the anvil never 
yet gave out first.” 

Killing of Insane Assailed. 

His third sermon, on August 3, 
opened one of the sorest spots in 
internal German affairs, the killing 
of the insane,- hopelessly ill and 
crippled. This practice,, which first 
became known in the Reich years 
ago, apparently has no legal founda- I 


- tlon beyond the theories of the most 
. extreme party elements, and has at 
f least the tacit approval of Hitler. 

Bishop Galen cited the law against 
I murder and the statute making 
• guilty any persons knowing, in ad- 
i vance of a crime and failing to re- 
) port to the authorities. Reciting 
the number of persons taken away 
: “the day before yesterday” in West- 
phalia, the bishop said in effect: 

“I am now reporting to the com- 
petent authorities that these people 
have been taken away with intent 
to dispose of them. I am jointly 
guilty if I fail in this duty.” 

Bishop. Galen said the victims 
were determined by Irresponsible 
groups, a practice which might lead 
to untold excesses. He argued that 
the German people would soon dis- 
trust their own doctors, a weapon 
which might be used to wipe out 
whole elements of the population. 
Most of the victims, he said, had 
relatives on the Russian front, fight- 
ing to preserve the nation. 

“Where,” he asked,, "is our na- 
tional community?” 

I . Sermons Mimeographed. 

These sermons were mimeo- 
graphed in thousands and circiflated 
throughout the entire Reich, ac- 
cording to reports. Many have been 
sent m the army, post to soldiers 
at the front, where they have been 
widely read. They have created 
a sensation unlike any similar oc- 
currence within the Reich in years. 

The bishop’s stand was supported 
by a second pastoral letter which, 
in more moderate and general lan- 
guage, without names or references 
to the Nazis or Germany, condemned 


unauthorized killings of invalids and 
the insane. 

The church so far appears to hold 
the temporary advantage. ' 

Pers.ecutions of church institu- 
tions are reported to have been halt-' 
ed early in August. Bishop Galen was 
at first officially urged to travel 
“for his health,” pi-eferably out- 
side the Reich. He replied that his' 
health was good and that he re- 
quired no vacation. He is now said 
to be under house arrest though 
otherwise unharmed to the amaze- 
ment of parishioner# in the rest 
of Germany. 

This coincides with the new re- 
port that Dri Martin Niemoeller. is 
no longer in solitary confihment at 
Sachsenhausen but has been trans- 
ferred to Dachau, where he* shares 
three cells with t-wo Catholic priests, 
giving him the opportunity for thfe 
first time in four years to speak to 
others except during the rare visits 
of his wife. 

^ Muenster, an ancient . Hanseatic 
city, has long been the scerie.-of re- 
ligious turmoil:. Bishop Galen’s 
forebears, played ah. active.' role 
Bishop Benhard von Galen sized the 
city forcibly in '1661. 
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